Chesterfield Cycle Campaign Meeting 

8th September 2011

Minutes
Present-Joe Clark, Barry Kay, Megan Cook, Chris Allen, Jennifer Briddon, Paul Balderson, Neil Armitage, P. Wallis, Gary Mitchell.

Apologies- Pam Kay, Alastair Meikle.
Minutes of the last meeting:

Minutes of the last meeting (October) were accepted as a true record.  

Matters Arising:

The next meeting will be a social at the Crispin, Ashgate Rd on 13th December at 7.30pm.  The Brampton Community Band has been invited, but has yet to confirm.  BK will be running a quiz.  Please notify AM if you wish to go.  

Membership report: 

293 members.  

Treasurer’s report:

£2,949.17 

The invoice for the last newsletter has been paid.

Secretary’s report:

BK stood in for AM to deliver the secretaries report.

AM will be meeting with Tony Wallis from CBC in 2 weeks to discuss putting more cycle racks in town, they have £1500 to spend.  The suggestions so far are Co-op (Knifesmithgate), RBS, West bars.  

Other suggestions made at the meeting were library, Theatre Yard, Library café, Pomegranate box office, railway station.

Simon Geller of Cyclenation would like to come to one of our meetings and give a talk about his organisation.  This is part of an on going programme to talk to campaign groups around the country.  We agreed the January meeting would be good.  AM to liase with him.  We are affiliated to Cyclenation and we pay £80 per year for this.  CTC and Cyclenation have recently agreed to try to join forces and pull in the same direction. 

After a site meeting with Simon Tranter a location for the proposed toucan crossing across Brimmington Rd near Wikeley Way has been agreed.  We were shown the plans.  There will also be a shared pavement going past the crematorium.      

There will be a health promotion event at the Chesterfield Hotel on 12th December run by Steve Chambers.  We think it will be 10am-4pm.    We have been asked to run a stall there.  BK, JC and CA are all wiling to do this.

Campaign ride leaflets –Hayley Barnett, who works for NEDCC, has offered to set out the leaflets for printing for £20/leaflet.  This was agreed.  There are 4 leaflets so far.  The finished one was shown at the meeting and was agreed to go ahead with them all in this style in black and white.  

MC to ask for a quote for 250 copies of each leaflet-on white paper and also for each leaflet to be on a different coloured paper.

Cycle City Guides has “mapped” Chesterfield so that the online route planner “Transport Direct” can have a cycling option.  This facility was already available on “cyclestreets” so it is duplication.  This website is not yet available for Derbyshire.

The plans for the application for the Rugby club site were shown at the meeting.  AM intends to reply that the annotated footpath from Tapton View Road should be a shared path.  A cycle route is to be created direct onto Sheffield Road to link it to the Stonegravels way.  ST also emailed and we hope he will make the same suggestion.

We agreed to move the meetings to the town hall, if possible, when the market hall is closed for renovations.  The last meeting in the market hall is likely to be in January.

Webmaster’s report:  Working O.K.

Items:

Cyclenation had a conference in Sheffield on Saturday 15th October.  The Theme was “cycle campaigns and localism-threats and opportunities”-which is general encouragement to get cycle campaign to campaign at a local level.

CA and Lisa Hopkinson went.  A report will go in the newsletter and on the website.  Some of the discussions were about:

The changes in planning law could make it worse for cycle infrastructure as they will weaken the requirements for sustainable travel plans.

Two way cycling on one way streets-rules now make it easier for councils to do this.

Support for groups-25% of journeys to work are done by bike in Cambridge.

Cycle streets have a grant-they are launching a web site where you can log problems with roads e.g. Pot holes, danger spots, etc so they can build up a picture of the local area.

People from the University of Sheffield have been looking at the profile of how people travel from Census data.  Cambridge and Hull are the places where cycling is most popular.

There will be an official report on the conference on the Cyclenation website.  

A.O.B.

Liaison with CBC:

Members of the Chesterfield Cycle Campaign recently met up in an informal meeting with a counsellor from CBC to discuss raising the profile of cycling it was felt we had lost some communication links with the council when the administration changed.  Planning was discussed-we need to get counsellors on the planning committee to think about cycle issues on planning applications.  

It was agreed that we must get ourselves known to the new counsellors-we can send a covering letter, slightly different for different committees (planning, safe routes to schools etc.) and a copy of our newsletter to raise our profile.

Records of the campaign going back to 1995 (when it started) have been handed to JC, they were stored in the Urban Studies Centre, and they have had to have a clearout due to the impending move.  CA agreed to take them home and sort them and thin them out.  

The CTC newsletter had a link to “cyclists and the law” which explains what is against the law when you are cycling.

A member asked the meeting if Chesterfield needs a new bike shop?  He is thinking of starting one in the Chatsworth road area as an alternative to J.E. James.  He was also gauging reaction to electric bikes.   He hopes to complement Igloo cycles who does repairs.

There will be a joint Transition and green drinks organised by Andy Holdaway at the Market Pub on 7th December from 7.30pm.

There is to be a big event at the new Staveley basin next year on the weekend of 30th June/1st July.  We have been invited to run a stall.  We agreed to try to run one.   We will need volunteers nearer the time.

Date of Next Meeting: 

Social at the Crispin, Ashgate Rd on 13th December at 7.30pm.

Tuesday 10th January 2012, 7.30pm at Meeting Room 1, Market Hall, Chesterfield.
