Chesterfield Cycle Campaign Meeting 

9th August 2011

Minutes

Present-Joe Clark, Barry Kay, Megan Cook, Ian Openshaw, Chris Allen, 

Apologies- Pam Kay, Alastair Meikle, Andy Holdaway, Charlie Streather.

Minutes of the last meeting:

Minutes of the last meeting (July) were accepted as a true record.  

Matters Arising:

The official opening of the Hollingwood hub will be on Saturday 13th August.

CA has talked to a DCC traffic officer about the Sainsbury’s crossing, and he disagrees with CA.  CA argues it should be a 5-10 sec delay and he will continue to pursue the issue.   

Membership report: 

311 members.  

Treasurer’s report:

BK spoke to the bank and we have a balance of £2988.00, he is unsure if we have any outstanding bills etc.

Secretary’s report:

The Hazelhurst to Casa path has had rainwater from the tip discharging across it and has cause the tarmac to lift.  DCC are fixing it and the path remains open.

We have had an offer to print the newsletter in colour from Mick Bagshaw, and ex-councillor, it is double what we pay now and we are unsure if it will be on recycled paper.  It was agreed that we shall continue to use NEDCC to print it.  Mick Bagshaw suggests that he is trying to start a cycling club in Inkersall.

AM has had ongoing discussions with Simon Tranter about the crematorium path.  The width will be between 2.5 and 3m with occasional narrower sections.  AM has had some discussion about the design of the transition of the road to pavement in Tapton-preferring a ramp in line with the cycle lane but for various reasons that won’t happen!  A longer dropped kerb is probably the best that will happen.  After the toucan (towards Wikely Way) the money has basically run out!  It was intended that a shared path would continue but that will have to be for the future.

AM has also talked to Simon Tranter about toucans waiting until there is a gap in the traffic before changing to the cycle phase.  Simon acknowledges that this is the case, but says it is done for safety to give drivers time to react!  AM feels this is incorrect; the stopping sequence for driver is the same whether it happens immediately or after 30 seconds.

Simon Tranter has asked the cycle campaign to survey various routes (in line with the underground map) and report to him how many and what stickers are needed to sign routes.  AM told Simon that August is very busy and that we will do this in September.  We need to be consistent for each route so AM suggests a group of 3 could be formed to cycle along one or two routes to decide a ‘standard’.  The group can then split to ride other routes individually and apply the standards to them.  AM has volunteered to be one of them.  The meeting discussed that there should be a sign at every junction and as often as we can along a straight route possibly so you can see the next one from the one you are at.

The EMCF (East Midlands Cycling Forum) meeting in October will be changed to a different date as Cyclenation are having a conference in Sheffield the week after.  Date to be advised.

Car Free day- Thursday 22nd September

AM has not received any reply from Cllr John Burrows (or Cllr Ludlow) about having a stall in the town hall on car free day and he takes that as the present administration’s attitude to sustainable transport.  No councillor went to the TUAG meeting either.  NP has suggested an alternative-a ride at 5.30pm-possible to show off the new route along Stonegravels Way-return route to be arranged. 

Saturday 13th August and Sunday 14th August-Opening of the Hollingwood Hub.  We have only 2 volunteers for 2 hours each).  We will ask if we can have an unmanned table with Ian Openshaw and Rob Auton (Campaign member and Canal trust worker) keeping a eye on it.  The official opening is at 11am on the Saturday.  We will donate £20.00 to the canal trust in lieu of a fee for the stall. 

It was noted that when AM is away we do not have access to his email lists

And we can’t send round robin emails for volunteers etc-will will discuss this with him.

Volunteers are needed on Saturday 24th Septenber-10am-4pm-for the Green Fair in the town centre.

Webmaster’s report:  Working O.K.

Items:

Already dealt with in the previous sections.

A.O.B. 

TPT/Tapton golf course-went to a hearing on 12th July.  There has been an objection to the diversion. We don’t know the outcome.  You can still can get through on old route.

TPT will be doing a visitors survey they hope to do at Tapton Lock and Rother Valley.

On Sunday 11th September 10.30am-3.30pm there will be a Penny Farthing race in Hall Leys Park, Matlock.  There will also be “go rides” for the children, roller racing and bike polo.  More information on www.penniesinthepark.co.uk.  

CTC magazine covers parliamentary business.  They reported that there is an act to allow lorries to be 2m longer that the current maximum.  The most common cause of death to cyclists is lorries turning left.  We should write to parliament/MP/local authority to oppose it.  We think the CTC is against it.  JC will draft a letter and bring it to the September meeting.  We need to see if it a European or local issue.  Add restrictions to only major trunk road or motorways.

Transition Chesterfield’s “fossil fuel to pedal power campaign” is going well.  The reports are going to the funders with all projects going to schedule.  Some people will go to Blackpool to look at a shop that sells and imports cargo bikes called Practical cycles.  They will buy a bike frame-it will be a tricycle) from them and adapt it to our needs, it will be a multi-use vehicle to carry children, goods and as a touring tricycle.  Vernon Barker will be making the adaptions.

The local authority will be introducing “burgundy” bins in February 2012.  The blue boxes will become obsolete (44. 000 of them) and can be kept by the householder.  AM and IO want to convert them into bike trailers.

Date of Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 13th September, 7.30pm at Meeting Room 1, Market Hall, Chesterfield.

