Chesterfield Cycle Campaign Meeting 

13th September 2011

Minutes
Present-Joe Clark, Barry Kay, Megan Cook, Chris Allen, Alastair Meikle, Paul Balderson

Apologies- Pam Kay, Barbara Sansome, Jennifer Briddon.
Minutes of the last meeting:

Minutes of the last meeting (August) were accepted as a true record.  

Matters Arising:

CA is still in email correspondence about the Sainsbury’s crossing, he is still pursuing it the situation is true of many crossings in Chesterfield.  A report on the Tesco crossing and it has been reported.

PB reported that the lights at Stephenson place stay on red for ages for bicycles.

CA and Ian Openshaw went to the Hollingwood hub opening.  It was quite busy on Saturday.  AM and Ian went on Sunday.

The CTC is definitely against the act to allow lorries to be 2m longer than the current maximum.  It is within the ability of the government to allow it without an act of parliament and it could be implemented before October.  

JC has written a letter and it was agreed we would be send to our three local MP’s (Chesterfield, NE Derbyshire and Bolsover) and our local authorities (NEDDC, CBC and DCC) to urge them to object to the proposal.  AM will send it.

A report has been written by Simon Tranter about the crematorium path proposed that it should go ahead, cabinet has deferred a decision as there have been objections by local councillors and the parish council.

The plan was discussed at the Tapton and Brimmington Community forum as an agenda item.  The main concern is the Lansdowne road and Wikeley Way junctions with Brimmington Rd.  The local residents have been asking for a pedestrian crossing, DCC have always said they can’t have on due to “capacity”.  The location of a toucan crossing was problematic due to technical difficulties.  The location is too near to road junctions and the current bus stops.  ST will be talking to local councillors and the parish council at a site meeting to discuss alternatives.  AM suggested moving the bus stop to nearer to the toucan crossing.

Membership report: 

305 members.  

Treasurer’s report:

Absent, no report submitted.

The chair will see the treasurer to sort out transition.  We are therefore looking for a new recruit.  They do not have to attend the meeting, a monthly financial report is fine.
Secretary’s report:

The High Visibility Vests have arrived.

Nicola Peck has replied to some planning applications

Lidl have applied to cover over the delivery bay.  We suggest they could install the promised cycle racks whilst doing it.

Hazlehurst lane/Chamber of commerce:  NP suggested that it should include bike racks, near the Stone gravels way.

Aldi have applied to build a store next to the new Tesco.  There are no cycle racks in the written application, but five on the drawings.     

Cyclenation are having a conference in Sheffield on Saturday 15th October.  AM can’t attend.  The fees are £20-we would pay for two people to go, and their train fare, if anyone is interested.  The Theme is “cycle campaigns and localism-threats and opportunities”.  CA may be able to go with one more person.  Contact AM if you would like to go.

The Local Transport Plan has been published by DCC, it is on their website and there are copies at the library and town hall.

The Derbyshire “Active Travel Challenge” is running this Septwember.  www.activetravelchalenge.org.uk and there is a link on out website.

Webmaster’s report:  Working O.K.

Items:

Email distribution list

We agreed to put AM’s email distribution list on the website, but only allow administrators to access it.  Robert will be asked to give rights to those who we want to have access, so we can contact people when AM is away.  NP, Simon Redding and AM are currently administrators.

It was suggested we should add a “do you want to unsubscribe” clause to the monthly email.  We will in the future be putting it onto the website so it will be easier to unsubscribe.  AM will look into this.

New Cycle Map and Ride leaflets

Am has emailed SR, but has had no reply.  We will get a quote from NEDCC to have the leaflets finished off professionally.  

NP has not yet done the map.  CA will talk to her to see if she can do it.

Liaison with CBC

CBC are not responding to anything AM sends to John Burrows and Chris Ludlow.  They did not send anyone to the transport users group.  The relationship with DCC is very good.

It was suggested that we ask for an interview with John burrows and provide him a list of what we do and how that helps Chesterfield.  The waterside development could be great foe cycling, but that agenda needs pushing.

What sort of activities should the campaign be involved in the next year.

It is hard to get volunteers and less people are coming to meetings.  

It was suggested we have a “free” discussion on a topic/theme at every meeting.  

May day is a good day for us.

The Green fair is on 24th September 10am-4pm.  We will have a stall and Francis Little has volunteered to help on the stall.

A.O.B.

We need to think about surveying various routes (in line with the underground map) in order to decide where the signs will go.  AM will be talking to ST on Wednesday and will discuss this with him.  Do we need to do every route on both directions?  

There will be a Hill climb promoted by Chesterfield Coureurs on Sunday 16th October 2011 on Beeley Moor.  It starts at 11am the course runs from the bottom of Beeley hill and ends at the crossroads at the top, where refreshments are available.  Everyone welcome to come and watch and cheer the riders on, you are requested not to park on the course.  Details on our website.  

Sustrans-PB has talked to them about the missing bridge and DCC.  They are very positive, Sustrans has put a bid in for links to stations, and there may be spare money to help with this project.

Date of Next Meeting: 

AGM Tuesday 11th October, 7.30pm at Meeting Room 1, Market Hall, Chesterfield.
